FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

Italian C.&42. The Italian 8.79 bomber was better than the
Blenheim I for endurance and bomb-load. The older-type single-
engined Wellesleys were quite outclassed in performance by the
8.79. Lysanders were slow Army Go-operation aircraft of little
tactical value. Bombays were useful large bomber transport
aircraft which could be used for night bombing in emergency.
Valencias were bulbous old biplanes for transport work. Twelve
aircraft, plus six in immediate reserve, comprised the squadron
establishment.

From a comparison of these forces it seemed to me that if
Italy declared war and made use of her numerical superiority to
attack our bases in Egypt, our air strength, particularly in modern
fighters, would be inadequate to deal with the situation. In a
signal to the C.A.S. reporting that I had taken over command I
drew attention to our weakness in modern fighters and long-range
bombers.

The numerical superiority of the Italians in both theatres
(Libya and I.E.A.) was pronounced, but on the other hand my
visits to some of our squadrons soon after I arrived showed me
that whatever we may have lacked in quantity might well be made
good by the quality of our personnel. I found seasoned and
experienced air- and ground-crews, they and the men who
manned the repair depots, stores and ammunition units knew their
jobs thoroughly. The training and experience gaine4 in peace-time
in Egypt, Sudan, Iraq, India and Singapore was about to pay a
very full dividend.

The day after my arrival I flew to Alexandria to meet Admiral
Sir Andrew Cunningham, C.-in-G. of the Mediterranean Fleet.
I had not previously served with him during my naval career
but I knew of his record as a fearless and enterprising naval
commander. A conference took place on board his flagship the
same afternoon, attended by General Weygand from Syria and
the three C.s-in-C. We discussed Balkan, Turk and Greek affairs
as a preliminary to meeting the Turks at a conference the following
week.

This took place at Beirut on May 20th, at a time when the
Germans were overrunning France. With such a background for
our discussions it was not surprising that the Turkish Marshal
Cliakmak was not very convinced of the ability of either France
or ourselves to support Turkey in this, that or the other contin-
geacy,' All the various plans hitherto conceived had been on a
basis of a neutral Italy. What the Marshal wanted to know was
218